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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamato (5222319) and further in view of Gieselman (4654996). 

As to claim 1, Yamato discloses an oblong pipe-shaped body (fig. 1); a reel foot (1, fig. 
1 shows a reel with a foot); a reel foot placing surface (6); a movable front hood (F) and 
a fixed rear hood (R); and a trigger (2) protruding from the lower portion of the surface 
at a fixed position and angle, the trigger having a front surface, wherein the center of 
axis of the trigger is non-perpendicular with respect to a center of axis of the fishing rod 
body. Not disclosed is the trigger sloping substantially toward the downward and 
backward direction relative to a rear end of the lower portion of the circumferential 
surface of the body and having a length such that at least two of an average adult sized 
users fingers can be placed thereon. Gieselman, however, discloses a trigger (46) 
sloping substantially toward the downward and backward direction relative to a rear end 
of the lower portion of the circumferential surface of the body and having a length such 
that at least two of an average adult sized users fingers can be placed thereon (figs. 1 
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and 4). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to comprise the device of Yamato with the trigger of Gieselman to 
give the user better control of the rod by the placement of more than one finger on the 
trigger. 


As to claim 2, disclosed is a device, as modified wherein the inclination angle of the 
front surface of the trigger with respect to a direction perpendicular to a center of axis of 
the fishing rod body, is in a range of about 25 to about 55 degrees ('996, fig. 4). 

As to claim 3, disclosed is a top portion of an area of the front surface of the trigger on 
which a user-s finger can be placed is positioned behind a portion immediately below 
the highest position of an opening portion of the fixed rear hood. 

As to claim 4, disclosed is a protrusion from the tip of the front surface of the trigger 
which is capable of sliding prevention. 

As to claim 5, Yamato discloses a fishing rod body extending in a downward and 
backward direction (fig. 1); a reel seat; a handle that extends backward from a position 
of the reel seat; and a trigger protruding from a position opposite to a reel foot placing 
surface at a fixed position and angle, the trigger having a front surface, the trigger 
sloping substantially downward, wherein a center of axis of the trigger in non- 
perpendicular with respect to a center axis of the fishing body. Not disclosed is the 
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trigger sloping backward relative to a rear end of a lower portion of the reel seat and 
having a length such that at least two fingers can be placed thereon. Gielselman, 
however, discloses a trigger sloping backward relative to a rear end of a lower portion of 
the reel seat and having a length such that at least two fingers can be placed thereon. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to comprise the device of Yamato with the trigger of Gieselman to give the 
user better control of the rod by the placement of more than one finger on the trigger. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hanson (980942), Williams (2084931); Loutrel (2283816), Lasky 
(2965995), Simone (3181264), Vance (4209931) and McGee (4793087) all disclose 
related devices. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jordan M Lofdahl whose telephone number is 
703.605.1217. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-5 M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles T Jordan can be reached on 703.306.4159. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 
703.305.7687 for regular communications and 703.305.7687 for After Final 
communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703.306.4180. 
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